Teaching Idea 12

Visiting a Temple

A visit to a Hindu temple will certainly provide an experience unattainable in the classroom. Some teachers make a visit at the beginning of the year/period of study. This can give the subject a ‘kick-start’. The multitude of experiences can generate not only keen interest, but also ‘ways in’ to many topics. As you proceed through your programme of study you might find yourself constantly referring back to the trip. 

Alternatively some teachers ‘round up’ the study of Hinduism with a visit. This can be a pleasant rewarding way of finishing of a term. The topics you have covered will be reinforced-the subjects become real. Hinduism is a live dynamic force in multicultural Britain! There are people who actually do and believe in these things! It can also be a time for the students to be validated as they show off their knowledge in the subject. They can also have the chance of asking questions to faith members-the one’s the teachers were unable to answer! It can be a great day out!

Some of the features that you might try to arrange are:
· Guided tours around the temple. Learning its history, functions, daily routine and management.

· Meeting different members of the faith community with an opportunity to ask doctrinal or personal questions.

· Seeing a ceremony such as ‘arti’.

· Seeing the shrine (‘darshan’)

· Having a meal or a sample of ‘prasad’.

· A demonstration of dance (garba, Bharat Natyam, etc.)

· Hearing live music e.g. ‘bhajans’.

· Seeing faith members at worship.

· A time for reflection.

· Meeting children or teenagers of the faith, especially the students’ peers.

· A discussion on a topic or theme of your choice.

· Help with challenging areas of study.

· A short reading from the scriptures in Sanskrit.

· A chance to film or record music etc. or take photos. 

· Purchasing artefacts for the classroom.

· An opportunity to ‘try something’ if possible e.g. playing tablas, dressing up.

