Other Main Texts

In addition to the 3 main shruti and the 4 main smriti texts there are three other broad divisions of subsidiary literature, mainly classified under Smriti:

1 (a)  The Vedangas (‘limbs of the Vedas’) 
· discuss the six disciplines required to study and apply the  

Vedas. Some Hindu scholars consider them part of the Shruti. 

1 (b)  The Upavedas (‘following the Vedas’)

         - explaining the four traditional arts and sciences

2.    Sectarian texts, often focusing on ritual procedures:

· Vaishnavas: the Pancharatra

· Shaivites: the Agamas and Tantras  

· Shaktism: the Devi Shastras 

3.    Vernacular literature: 

   - most significant is the huge body of literature written in Tamil.







